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Intreduction

Using corpora in language learning and teaching dates back to the 1980s when corpora emerged in their
modern form as systematically organised electronic collections of texts [Vyaikinag and Boulten 2017: 1).
Corpus linguistics has taken its place rapidly in language teaching and research, espedially with the advent
af computer technology. There is an agreement among researchers that corpus data enrich the process of
learning languages and & considered an essential resource in learning and teaching (Huang 201 1: 482). As
cited in Dash (2008: 28), Crystal (1997) defines corpus as a large collection of linguistic data, cither writben
texts or transcription of recorded speech, which can be used as a starting point of inguistic description or as
a means of verifying hypotheses about & language’. In this definition, the corpus is lbooked a1 as a collection of
written as well as spoken texts, These texts can be stored in machines-readable formes from which they give
aocess 1o all sorts of linguistic description and analysis. For Kennedy [19%8: 3], who opposes the definition
offered by Crystal, the corpus is "a large collection of texts assumed to be regresentative of a given language,
dialect, or other subset of a language, to be used for linguistic analysis”, Commenting on the above definition
by Kennedy, Dash (2008: 28) has the view that the definition may encompass the socto-linguistic aspects
induced within a language, but the definition miserably fails o divert amention to the linguistic oriteria
considered necessary for designing a corpus.

Corpus is considered as a relatively new trend in language teaching therefore, some hobd back from
incorparating them in the process of learning and teaching, Some argue that they are technically challenging
and time-consuming and seme ralse the issue that some types corpus software do not have free aocess for
learners and when accessing the free online corpus, students encounter large amount of data and therefore
get confused, However, the researchers argue that these complaints can be regulated and resobved by having
a good guiklanoe from well-trained teachers,

Taday, corpora are found in classreoms and they contribute in learning languages whether a first,
second or foreign language. The corpora can be wiillised in developing study materials for beginner and
asdvanced levels in all language skills be it reading, writing, vocabulary, listening or speaking. They help in
developing the ability af the learners and improve their ingeistic skills induding synoenyme, antonyms,
polysenyy, homonymy, ete. As Barlow (199%6:2]) rightly states:

“Corpora can reveal not only the range of patterns of a langueage that the learner must
assimilate, but also their frequency. which is an important factor in materials
dm‘:lnpn'rcnl and sylabus dl:m'gn. Moreover, Ehe ude of carpara has the potential to
radically alter the feld of second language learming. and perhaps Linguistics as well™,
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